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30-Year[+] Photo Educator

TRENDS 2024 Outstanding Faculty Award Recipient

Washtenaw Community College
Digital Media Arts Department
Professional Photography Faculty | 2000 – present

Japan Center for Michigan Universities
Administered via Michigan State University
Visiting Scholar | Color Photo Design
2006, 2008, 2010, [2028—proposal pending]

Global Education Oregon | SPAIN
Administered via University of Oregon
Visiting Scholar | Color Photo Design | 2018

Santa Fe Photographic Workshops
On Campus & Online Instructor | 1996 — present

Artist CV & Bio

https://quatrainfotographic.com/cv_bio.php
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Why Teach Study Abroad?

Love to travel, and the problem solving that goes along with it.

Understand the potential for personal growth, and want to 
share that journey with students.

Appreciate the food, language & culture, transportation 
options, and other dimensions of another country.

The appreciation for your own home upon return is reset: 
life-long perspectives & connections to the world are formed.

There are statistically significant benefits to study abroad that 
enhance student résumés to land jobs, and launch careers! 



D o n  W e r t h m a n n  Professional Photography Faculty

Inside Higher Education Article

https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2017/10/02/survey-study-abroad-tool-land-jobs?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=05465aee86-DNU20171002&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-05465aee86-198415861&mc_cid=05465aee86&mc_eid=7ec974fa78
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Why Study Abroad?

The Institute for International Education [iie]

Gilman Scholarship Website

https://www.iie.org/
https://www.iie.org/
https://www.iie.org/
https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/
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STUDY ABROAD SURVEY

Short-answer questions.

Results are displayed
in our Q & A time.

Study Abroad Survey [Google Form]

https://forms.gle/YvxUV9jqrm5QGhi26
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Host Institution Collaborators:

Japan Center for Michigan Universities | Michigan State University
• Hikone Campus [Central Japan; Kyoto, Nara, Osaka, Hiroshima]
• Visiting Scholar | Color Photo Design | 2006, 2008, 2010
• 2028—currently in its proposal phase

Global Education Oregon | University of Oregon
• Segovia Campus [Central Spain: Madrid and local region]
• Oviedo Campus [Northern Spain: Avilés & Gijón, Bilbao]
• Visiting Scholar | Color Photo Design | 2018

https://jcmu.isp.msu.edu/
https://geo.uoregon.edu/
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Phase-1: People, Places, and Possibilities

Contact & develop rapport with a host institution.

Inform your dean of the project idea, so they’re fully 
supportive to your cause | inform your colleagues, too.

It’ll require several weeks to compose a written proposal, and 
determine who, what, where, when, why, and how to get there.
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Phase-2: Preparing & Conducting Your Site Visit
Secure funding, and coordinate with 
home & host institutions to conduct a 
site visit, one-year before teaching.

Spend one-week+ conducting a site visit 
to location scout, figure out students’ 
transportation, food & lodging costs.
• This important phase of the project 
enables building an accurate budget, 
and for publishing program prices. Spain-2016 Site Visit Gallery

https://quatrainfotographic.com/spain/2016_sitevisit/
https://quatrainfotographic.com/spain/2016_sitevisit/
https://quatrainfotographic.com/spain/2016_sitevisit/


Why Study Abroad?
Post Site-Visit | Scheduling & Cultural Activities Budget
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Phase-3: Course Building & Program Pricing
Negotiate with the host institution to build your course.
Course code & number, and name.

The course operates exclusively through their registration system.

Students from any accredited college or university can register.

Set Your Bar High | Screen Your applicants | Establish academic rigor.
• Require pre-requisite course[s] with minimum letter grade, and 
minimum GPA [require each student to submit official transcripts].
• Require a written statement of intent. Why do they want to go?
• Portfolio review that reveals minimum skills & proficiencies [?].

Consider building a website that informs the student experience.



Why Study Abroad?



Why Study Abroad?



Why Study Abroad?



Why Study Abroad?



Why Study Abroad?



TRENDS 2026 C o n f e r e n c e

Phase-4: Marketing & Promotional Efforts
Your Website | Social Media | Internal & External eMail
Home & host institution websites 
Printed posters & bulletins:
Strategically locate them on-campus.
Business-card size promo-pieces to personally handout.
Post-card size promotional pieces [desktop take aways].

Tri-fold brochure with lots of descriptions, program costs, 
registration deadlines | your site-visit images, graphics, etc.

Host in-person information meetings at least twice, several 
weeks prior to the expiration of the registration deadline!
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Phase-5: Conduct Your Study Abroad!

The multiple moments of truth…
All those months of preparation 
are realized, and lived-out.

Your time with students abroad 
can very likely become one of the 
pinnacles of your teaching career.

Spain-2018 Student Work

https://quatrainfotographic.com/spain/2018_studentwork/
https://quatrainfotographic.com/spain/2018_studentwork/
https://quatrainfotographic.com/spain/2018_studentwork/
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Final Letter Grades

Aim to build a 3-credit course, with 45- to 60-contact hours.

Grades are submitted to the host institution.
Credits are transferred to student transcripts of their home institution.
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Phase-6: Feature Student Accomplishments 
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Phase-6: Feature Student Accomplishments 
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Study Abroad Survey Results…

Q & A
Phase-7: Rinse & Repeat!
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Contact Information

D o n  W e r t h m a n n
DonW@wccnet.edu | 734.973.3586
https://courses2.wccnet.edu/~donw/

https://courses2.wccnet.edu/~donw/
https://courses2.wccnet.edu/~donw/
https://courses2.wccnet.edu/~donw/

